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Greetings! We read in [ Peter 5:14, “Greet each other with Christian love.
Peace be with all of you who are in Christ.” (NLT)

The Bible teaches us to greet each other. We at The United Methodist
Church of the Atonement are a welcoming church, not just to our members,
but to people who are looking for a new church home, or are just visiting
our church. We have greeters located at each of the four entrances into the
building, as well as in the parking lot.

From the Pastor

Someone told me how they were looking for our church one Sunday
morning and weren’t quite sure where we were located. She saw our
greeters in front of the church building waving to people as they drove by.
She then knew she was at the right place.

While we do have some greeters, we are in need of several more. We need
additional greeters at both of the services on Sunday morning, at Heavenly
Perks, at meetings, and at other events going on here at Atonement church.

To meet the requirements as a greeter, you need to be able to smile and say
“Hello, welcome to Atonement Church,” and then direct them (if they are
new) to where the worship service or event is located. You must be warm,
friendly, and genuinely welcome the people.

It’s a little like this, or a lot like this. Say you are having people come to
your house for dinner or a visit. How do you greet your visitors? You go to
the door or go outside, smile and say “hello.” You take their coat and show
them where to sit. Well, it’s no different here at church.

If you would like to be part of this very important ministry here at

Atonement Church, please give your contact information to someone at

the Welcome Center desk. o
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From the Assistant Pastor’s Desk...

One day last month, a member told me about his dream. He was walking
through the woods with a woman and she was teaching and drawing
parallels between evangelism and fishing. The person was intrigued by her
insights. They came to a creek and the woman knelt down and began to
dig little holes in the sand of the creek. Fish came and made their homes in
the holes. Then, she reached down and took them out of the sand and they
were new, beautiful creations. As she tended the fish that she had caught,
the member looked back into the holes and there were now dead fish in
them with parasites crawling over them.

Interestingly, our church member saw this as a reflection of our church.
Some people come into our warm and welcoming church and receive
Jesus into their hearts and lives. They have genuine faith and become new
creations that are beautiful reflections of Jesus. Others come to our church
but remain unchanged; they do not decide to follow Jesus- knowingly or
unknowingly. Spiritually, they remain dead, like the fish in the sand holes.

Disciples make disciples. We have received an exciting Commission from
Jesus Himself! Let us accept the challenge to continue to build God’s
Kingdom here on Earth, beginning with our precious, little corner called
Claymont. There’s plenty of love (even more after our series of messages
on it!) for EVERYONE! my Petene

I would, like to extend a heart felt note ofapszecéatéomm thanks

to the members of my new-church fW Your W&é’%’/b giing

and sincere concern have blessed me and my ﬁwué/ jreaté/. Have a
blessed 2012. Bernadette Forward

FROM THE WORSHIP TEAM —

ASH WEDNESDAY PROGRAM

On Wednesday, February 22, at 7:00 pm a missionary from Jews for Jesus
will present a program called “Christ in the Passover”. This program
shows the link between the ancient Festival of Redemption and Christ
as the Lamb of God. The missionary will use a table set with traditional
Passover items to weave the story of the Exodus together with the life,
death and resurrection of Christ.

Some of the items from the Passover table will be available for tasting.
Light refreshments will be served after the program.

This is a great program and if you’ve never seen it presented you don’t
want to miss it!
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Mission Statement

The purpose of the United Methodist Church
of the Atonement is to grow in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus Christ, that we will be able
to offer to people near and far, by word and
deed, the saving love of God in Christ.

As servants of God, we are sent into the
community to reveal the love of God and
demonstrate His healing power to those who
suffer. To reach out with love and devotion
and express it with words and deeds, that we
may be renewed after the image of our Cre-
ator. To be able to minister in Christ's name is a
gift and a task. The gift is God's grace, the task
is unstinting service. We are sent out by Christ
to live and work together, o profess our faith
to the community, in order that they might
hear the word of God.

Deadlines
March's deadline is February 19th

Please send all information to be included
in the Lamplighter fo:

Nancy Alejandro
nancy@caphoto.com

If you leave anything for the newsletter
in my church mailbox, please put your
name on it so | know who to contact if |
have a question. Thanks Nancy
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RACE AND RELIGION—
BoB MCCLURE

HISTORY of IRAQ
Here are a few important facts regarding the important history and roles
that this nation has played down thru history.

The Garden of Eden was in Iraq.

Mesopotamia, which is now Iraq, was the cradle of civilization.

Noabh built the ark in Iraq.

The Tower of Babel was in Iraq.

Abraham was from Ur, which is in Southern Iraq.

Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, is from Nahor, which is in Iraq.

Jacob met Rachel in Iraq.

Jonah preached in Nineveh; which is in Iraq.

9. Assyria, which is in Iraq, conquered the ten tribes of Israel.

10. Amos cried out in Iraq.

11. Babylon, which is in Iraq, destroyed Jerusalem.

12. Daniel was in the lion’s den in Iraq.

13. The three Hebrew children were in the fire in Iraq.

14. Belshazzar, the King of Babylon, saw the “writing on the wall”
in Iraq.

15. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, carried the Jews captive into Iraq.

16. Ezekiel preached in Iraq.

17. The wise men were from Iraq.

18. Peter preached in Iraq.

19. The “empire of Man” described in Revelations is called Babylon,

which was a city in Iraq.
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P.S. When the United States invaded Iraq, it resulted in massive looting,
and our Military did little to control it. Even State Museums were looted.
Fortunately, most of the antiquities were recovered. One item was identified
as coming from the City of Ur, in Chaldea, the birthplace of Abraham.

If we could all get religion like a Baptist,
work at it like a Methodist,

be proud of it like an Episcopalian,

study it like a Lutheran,

be loyal to it like a Roman Catholic,

try to unite with all other Christians

in good works like the United Church of Christ,
suffer for it like a Jew,

and enjoy it like a Negro,

then God would truly be praised,
especially if we could all go to

Heaven automatically like a Presbyterian.

By Bishop Fulton W. Sheen
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Joe & Eleanor Burns 798-6797
55 N. Avon Drive
Claymont, DE 19703

Nancy Carey 798-8767
12 N. Avon Drive
Claymont, DE 19703

Harry & Elnora Davitt 239-6959
1747 Brackenville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

Audrey Hammerer 798-1184
Forwood Manor - Apt. 235

1912 Marsh Road

Wilmington, DE 19810

Sandy Maris 798-7965
19 E. Avon Drive
Claymont, DE 19703

Martha McDowell 504-0374
1005 North Franklin St.

Room 302

Wilmington, DE 19806

Voni McMinn 659-1349

121 Holly Ridge Road
Smyrna, DE 19977

Betty McMullen 798-2572
2297 Lincoln Ave.
Claymont, DE 19703

Julie Shenk 478-5154
2537 Berwyn Road
Wilmington, DE 19810

Betty Stephenson
88 Caravel Drive
Caravel Farms
Bear, DE 19701

Aldie Thomas

Shipley Manor ALUN0O3
2723 Shipley Road
Wilmington, DE 19810

Barbara Thomas
1175 McKee Road
Room 233-B

Dover, DE 19904

Kay Wilmot
1 Casey Lane
Claymont, DE 19703



LEADERSHIP TEAM NEWS

United Methodist Church of the Atonement

Gail Basson
Stephen Ministry Team

2012 Leadership Team

Emmaus
Girlfriends I

Roberta Berger
Welcoming Team
Congregational Care

Becky Turner

John Hornberger
Lead Pastor

Amy Peters
Assistant Pastor

Linda Oberg
Worship

Jason Hartman
Young Adults
Celebrate Recovery

Janet Geiger

The Branch

Food Ministry
Hospitality Team

Life Groups
Bereavement Team

Mark Peters
Executive Director

Sandra Eaker
Lay Director

Staff/Parrish Relations

Darl Eaker

Trustees

Dick Gackenbach

Finance
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Excerpts from Share Your Faith in Two Sentences

Churchleaders.com/share-your-faith-in-two sentences.html

Opportunities to share your faith arise every day in the ebb and flow

of life. We all fall short of witnessing to friends, family, and even
strangers. Thankfully, our failures do not limit God, for He is the one that
ultimately draws people to Himself.

Unexpected moments can be ideal teaching moments. A few tips are:
» Expect that God will show up in unexpected ways. Don’t limit His
power. It can be wherever/whenever.

 Learn to recognize natural bridges to the Gospel. Pray for
opportunities. Don’t be surprised by what God does.

* Practice a 30 second response that would be a quick sentence or two
about your faith. In a moment you can plant a seed.

* Don’t be afraid to fail! In faith, trust God with the results.

* Avoid thinking that someone else would be a better job at your
God-given task. Christ will use your faithfulness!

| will be moving next month,
and unfortunately, my 2 kitties
(Vanille and Jinx) cannot join
me. They are available to a
loving home. Vanille has been
fixed and had her initial shots
from the SPCA and both are
healthy, happy 5 month old
kittens with great personalities.
Please contact Bernadette
Forward if interested.
bernadette_forward@yahoo.com
or 302-602-6458.
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FOR BETTER, FOR WORSE
BY REV. CONSTANCE HASTINGS

“For better, for worse...” This
phrase is so familiar to us as
we have heard or said them in
marriage vows. Yet, as a man and a
woman stand before God and make
a lifetime covenant, it is also one of
the most significant steps of faith
that can be practiced. No one knows
what this relationship holds or how
one’s life will be fundamentally
impacted by another, regardless
of how two people may be bonded
in their love. The only thing for
certain is that there will be both
better and worse to follow.

Most people are familiar with
the dismal statistics that describe
high rates of divorce, usually
hovering around fifty percent. Yet,
just as significant is that couples
who attend church have no better
figures of success than those who
have no spiritual affiliations. As
disheartening as that may be, it
demonstrates that marriage takes a
great deal of care, and the belief that
two persons automatically can live
“happily ever after” really is just a
fairy tale.

As a society we know that we have
to have regular maintenance on
our cars and houses if they are to
be able to continue to function to
fulfill their purposes, and health
care as well requires periodic
checkups. Yet, we often neglect
what is the most important personal
relationship in our lives, more
often replicating the relationships
in which we grew up, again for
better, for worse. Strong marriages
require attention and work. Too
often couples will just continue in
poor communication, becoming
defensive and withdrawn from each
other rather than coping with issues

as they arise. By the time they wind
up in counseling, the damage may
be irreparable.

Prepare/Enrich is a tool developed
by Life Innovations, Inc. for
couples to use and begin to explore
how to lovingly take care of their
marriages. It involves an online
survey, and the results are then
discussed with a trained counselor
or facilitator. Couples learn
how to identify their strengths,
strengthen communication, resolve
conflicts, explore families of
origin, discuss finances, establish
goals, and understand personality
differences. No matter what the
stage of the relationship, engaged,
newly wed, or even with decades
of anniversaries, it is designed to
create deeper, healthy relationships
that can be sustained throughout
their years.

If youwould like toinvestin making
your marriage strong and happy,
one that honors both your spouse
and God, consider calling me
about the Prepare/Enrich program.
It involves six or so sessions spread
over several weeks within one’s
schedule and the online survey,
all of which are included in a total
cost of about $200, which can be
paid in small increments. While
for some this may not seem to be
an essential expense, consider the
emotional and financial impact of
a failed relationship on yourself
and your family. Why not take
advantage of blessing each other
by strengthening your love and
trust with your spouse? By doing
so you will honor each other and
God in the highest relationship we
can have with another person on
earth.

“Let us continue to love one
another, for love comes from
God...

If we love each other, God lives in
us, and his love has been brought
to full expression through us.” 1
John 4:7,12 (NLT)

Daybreak Counseling Services
is a nonprofit clinical pastoral
counseling agency that not only
addresses the presenting issue or
problem but also allows for the
inclusion of spirituality within
sessions. It is supported through
payments determined on a sliding
scale  basis, private grants,
and individual donations. Rev.
Constance Hastings, a nationally
certified counselor and United
Methodist deacon, sees clients at
St. Paul’s and Atonement United
Methodist Churches with both day
and evening hours. Call 302-745-
1042 for information or to make an
appointment.
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“The world is my parish.”—John Wesley

Our newest addition to the adult Sunday School program, “Passport to
Prayer—A Journey of Compassion, “ is a wonderful reflection of this
Wesleyan quote. Led by Arlene Skotnicki, the class meets in the chapel on
Sunday mornings at 10:15.

It is exciting to walk through on a Sunday morning, as I did on January 15
and see all the great things that are happening here at Atonement.

|

February

1 Beth Tremonte
3 Samantha Blevins

In the near future, we will be discussing and planning our summer VBS
program. Please prayerfully consider being part of our VBS team.

God can and will work through you!

Please contact me at 302-545-3961 to talk about how you can help with
VBS or Sunday School.

In His love,

Z  John DeBerardini
Sharon O’Connor ohn DebBerardinis

10 Nancy Alejandro

11  Marc Peters

12 Irene Parker
Jackie Gurtler
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Spring Classes 2012

The Board of the Wilmington District Lay Speakers Academy invites all 16 Mark Wagner

followers of Jesus (THAT’S YOU!) to step out and take the Basic Course
at Christ UMC in Elsmere or at Elkton UMC. If you desire to lead, care
and communicate as part of your Christian growth, this class is for YOU!
It is five weeks of class time, two hours each class, for a total of ten hours
that will teach basic tools necessary to take a leadership role in ministries
at our church. During the course participants will discuss God’s work
within their lives and where they think God is taking them.

17 Betty Stevenson

18 Modesta Bailey

19 Nancy Furman-Hargis
20 scott Jefferies

22 Amy Peters
Daniel Gower

Additional information is available and the form for registration is in the
Welcome Center. The fee is $45.00 for the Basic Course and financial
assistance is available, if needed (Talk to PJ or Amy). Whether you would
like to lead prayer, teach the Bible, or minister at our church using your gifts
from God- this introductory class would be beneficial. Please prayerfully
consider attending Lay Speakers Academy as part of your journey of faith.

26 Joshua Hall

If you would like your Birthday
listed please send an e-mail to
nancy@caphoto.com, and I will
add you to the list.



The following was presented by Mark Peters to both
services on Sunday, January 14.

Good Morning,

Peter Drucker was one of the
most influential scholars of the
20" century. He is best-known
for his writings on the subject of
managment theory and practice.
He was a messianic Jew who was
employed by governments, large
corporations, and universities.
Drucker stated:

“Decisions are not so much made
as they become apparent.”

This axiom often comes to
realization  with  Atonement’s
Leadership Team. And what is
truly awesome is how God has
made many decisions for us over
the last several years in respect to
numerous areas of ministry. We
have agonized over various courses
of action to take to only look back
and see with hindsight how God
paved the way for us.

Sometime during the summer of
last year, Pastor John had a vision
for our church. Believe me, that
in itself was nothing new, but this
vision was quite different than those
that our ‘“chief dreamer” usually
comes up with. The idea came
from the need of several of our
members to locate safe affordable
housing. This need was nothing
new, but due to many varying
factors, the occurrence of such
situations was certainly increasing.
The Atonement Church family
has helped many people over the
years with overdue utility bills and
rent payments, but this new vision
of Pastor John’s was to take that
assistance to a new level.

When PJ presented his idea to the
Leadership Team several months
ago, he prefaced it by saying that if
the Team was not interested in his
proposal that he would drop it and
no longer pursue it. However, if
the Leadership Team gave him just
a “ray of hope”, he would continue

to investigate it. His vision was.....
to make safe housing available
by renting a boarding home. The
Leadership Team decided that this
was a good idea and the concept
of the “Ray of Hope” home was
established.

We are extremely blessed to
have an Atonement member, Sue
Lichtenstein, that has wanted to
embrace a ministry such as this
and is willing to be the leader
of a new team of people to make
this happen. Sue has many years
of personal experience in renting
properties. At a recent meeting
with the Leadership Team she
fielded every one of our extensive
questions and concerns. There was
no doubt after our meeting that Sue
was the right person to oversee this
ministry.

We are now in the process of looking
atahome to rent in Ashbourne Hills.
The circumstances surrounding
how this came about was, I
believe, divine. The availability
and condition of the home, the
extremely reasonable rent, and the
joy expressed by the owner for
what our intentions are, are not
coincidences.

Please know three very important
factors concerning the “Ray of
Hope” house.

* The house will be financially
self sufficient. The rent that is
charged to the residents will
cover monthly costs as well as
provide a cushion for unseen
expenses. There will be no
expense to the church or be any
part of the budget.

* We are approaching this as a one
year trial.

* Responsibilities of the “Ray of
Hope” house will not be added
to the work load of Pastor John
or Pastor Amy. Other than brief

assistance such as Pastor John’s
recent call to the Conference’s
legal council, Sue and her team
will be carrying this mission
field entirely.

There have been numerous
questions and issues to be
considered and we can be sure
there will be many more to come.
Please be assured that this pursuit
of Pastor John’s vision has been
carefully thought out and prayed
over. As of today, we have more
members desiring to be a resident
of the home than we have space
available.

Just yesterday morning [ read
something quite profound in
“Exponential”, a book by brothers
Dave and Jon Ferguson about
starting a missional  church
movement. As a church encounters
needs and visions, consider the
following equations:

Need + Vision = Inspiration
Need — Vision = Desperation

Please know church, we have
plenty of need among this family
of believers. We have visionaries
here that can implement solutions
to those needs. When this comes
together, the inspiration that results
can give more than a ray of hope
to someone in need. It can be life
changing. And knowing of needs
without acting on them, namely no
vision, desperation is the result for
those in need.

Please keep this outreach in your
prayers as we continue to make the
“Ray of Hope” home a reality. If
you would like to be a part of this
ministry, Sue would love to hear
from you.

Thank You

If you would like to be involved
with the “Ray of Hope” house,
Sue Lichtenstein would appreciate
hearing from you!

302.388.2052
Puravidal 2@ymail.com
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Pasta Sauce ® Canned Baked Beans e Sliced Cheese ® Baked Goods  Hot Dogs
Hot Dog Buns ® Frozen Personal Pizza ® Frozen Burger Patties ® Canned Soda @ Burger Buns Bottled
Water ® Big Bags of Chips/Pretzels ® Frozen Meathalls ® Frozen Breaded Chicken
Cash Donation

Donations taken before the third Saturday of the month.

—
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will meet on Tuesday afternoons from
1-3.
All are welcome.
No quilting experience necessary.

For more information call
Joan Northwood at 798-7027.

The

will meet on
the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month.
7:30 — 9:00pm. Room 102.
Drop-ins are welcome.

Join Scouting

Troop 51

All boys in 5th
grade and up
For information
contact

Scott Wilson
239-9190
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By Cindy Scalise
You sit ﬁatiently and silently with
D Q & hiPns reaching out.

Your heart is filled with
compassion and mercy.

You watch over me as I travel on
my life’s journey.
You see my pain and feel my
burdens.

Your heart senses my fear and my
uncertainty.

You don t force yourself nor make
demands upon me.

Instead you wait to embrace me in
your love and mercy.

You long for me to let go of all
those things which keeps us apart.

You simply ask for me to trust,
let go, and surrender to your
embrace;

so that your love for me will guide
and sustain me in all my days.
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SUN MoN

TuE WED THU FRI SAT
SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 1 2 3 4
9:00 Traditional Worship 12:30 Bible Study 6:30 Carol Choir 6:30 Sal's Pals 9:00 Piecemakers
10:00  Refreshments 6:30 Worship Ldrs. 6:30 Red, White & Blue | 7:00 SURGE Mtg.
10:00 Bell Choir Rehearsal 7:00 Bible Study 6:30 Youth Choir 7:00 Trinity Life Group
10:15  Sunday School for All Ages 7:00 John 3:30 7:30 Sanctuary Choir
11:00 “The Branch” Worship
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1:00 igr?sliitiﬁ\clfmass 7:00 Praise Band 1:00 Piecemakers 12:30 Bible Study 1:00 AARP 7:00 SURGE Mtg.
4j00 Heavenlv Hands 7:30  Worship Team 6:30 Worship Ldrs. 6:30 Carol Choir 7:30 Stamping Group
' Life Gro&l 7:00 Bible Study 6:30 Red, White & Blue
P 7:00 John 3:30 6:30 Youth Choir
7:30 Sanctuary Choir
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
1:00 - Constitution Class | 7.09 LitN Latte 1:00 Piecemakers  |12:30 Bible Study 6:30 Carol Choir 7:00 SURGE Mtg. | 7:00 Heavenly
7:00 Agape Life Group |7:00 Praise Band | 7:30 Leadership Team | 6:30 WorshipLdrs. | 6:30 Red, White & Blue | 7:00 Trinity Life Group Perks Café
7:30 Finance Mtg. 7:00 Bible Study 6:30 Youth Choir
7:00 John 3:30 7:30 Sanctuary Choir
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
4:00 Heavenly Hands |7:00 Praise Band 1:00 Piecemakers ASH WEDNESDAY 6:30 Carol Choir 7:00 30-Hour Famine 1
Life Group 7:30 Rebecca Circle | 7:00 Trustees Mtg. 7:00 Christin the 6:30 Red, White & Blue | 7:30 Stamping Group
Passover 6:30 Youth Choir
7:30 Sanctuary Choir
26 27 28 29
7:00 Agape Life Group |7:00 GAB Meeting 1:00 Piecemakers
7:00 Praise Band 7:30 Leadership Team
7:30 Lenten Study
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