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From the Pastor

Psalm 118:29 “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures 
forever.”

Happy New Year! As we conclude this year of 2011, we look forward with 
great anticipation for an excellent 2012.

We do give thanks to the Lord, for he is good and, yes, he is God! His love 
endures forever!

Because our church is growing in spirituality and in memberships, we are 
experiencing “growing pains.” In a year’s time, there are many funeral 
and memorial services here at Atonement Church. When someone passes 
away, we, as a gift to the family, supply a luncheon after the service. Our 
Bereavement Team organizes, serves, and cleans up after the meal. Since 
we have an increased number of services, we are looking for additional 
folks who can help out with the luncheons. We would like to organize two 
teams of people who are willing to take turns serving lunch to the bereaved.  
Some families make donations to help pay for the food; however, it is 
not required. We also offer luncheons to non-members. We do, however, 
ask them to make a contribution. There is a lot of work involved with 
preparing, serving, and cleaning up after the luncheons.

If you’ve been thinking and praying about how you may be of help at 
Atonement, this is your opportunity!  I’ve said this many, many times, “The 
word ‘ministry’ means to serve.”  Now is your chance to be in ministry and 
serve God in a very important and meaningful way! Please see Sandra 
Eaker to learn how you can get involved in this ministry.

May God bless you as you step forward to serve!  

I hope and pray that 2012 is an even better year than 2011!

God bless you all!

Thank you for the very generous Christmas gift; you are a very kind 
and thoughtful congregation.  I would also like to thank the members who 
have been praying for me over the Christmas season, and for the many, 
many cards and gifts that I have received. The outpouring of love humbles 
me when I really know that it is about me serving YOU!

Again, thank you with much love, Pastor John

A Stephen Ministry Congregation

United Methodist Church of the 
Atonement

3519 Philadelphia Pike
Claymont, DE 19703

www.atonementchurch.net



Lamplighter 
	 Dead l i ne s
February’s deadline is January 15th

Please send all information to be included 	
in the Lamplighter to:

Nancy Alejandro	
nancy@caphoto.com

If you leave anything for the newsletter 
in my church mailbox, please put your 
name on it so I know who to contact if I 
have a question. Thanks Nancy
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Mission Statement
The purpose of the United Methodist Church 
of the Atonement is to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, that we will be able 
to offer to people near and far, by word and 
deed, the saving love of God in Christ.

As servants of God, we are sent into the 
community to reveal the love of God and 	
demonstrate His healing power to those who 
suffer. To reach out with love and devotion 
and express it with words and deeds, that we 
may be renewed after the image of our Cre-
ator. To be able to minister in Christ’s name is a 
gift and a task. The gift is God’s grace, the task 
is unstinting service. We are sent out by Christ 
to live and work together, to profess our faith 
to the community, in order that they might 
hear the word of God.

From the Assistant Pastor’s Desk…
Hello and Blessed New Year 2012 to Everyone! In the year of our Lord, 
2003, a group of laity here at Atonement formed a grass roots effort to 
“Make Our Church Shine”. In the Fall of that year and the following year 
2004, we attended seminars and workshops on growing a healthy church. 
As a result of the conferences at Cornerstone UMC, a C.P.R. Team (Church 
Praying for Revival) was formed from those in attendance. The goal 
was to start implementing changes that would build a stronger, healthier 
Atonement Church with mature disciples of Jesus Christ. In addition to 
this, a group of 28 people formed a prayer team and each person prayed 
daily for the spiritual growth of ten members of the church covering our 
three hundred members. This was the beginning of Atonement Church’s 
revival! Thanks be to God!   

Then in 2006 when Pastor John came to Atonement, his Bible based and 
Christ-centered preaching continued to lead us farther along in our journey 
towards a healthy church. When the Conference considered starting a new 
Methodist church in Claymont, John was able to intercede for Atonement. 
The Conference investigated Atonement and deemed the church to be a 
“restart” in 2007 which opened the flood gates for our leadership to study 
and implement programs and ministries.  

In a nutshell, a healthy follower of Jesus lives a purpose-driven life with a 
balance of worship, fellowship, service, discipleship and evangelism. The 
same is true for a healthy church. I believe this year of our Lord, 2012, can 
be the best ever for Atonement Church! Join with me in a commitment to 
Christ Jesus to worship on Sundays; study the Scriptures daily; fellowship 
with one another; and share our faith as we serve the Claymont Community 
and Beyond for Jesus. Together, we can make a difference to the glory and 
honor of our Most High God!     Pastor Amy
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift of Jesus, the Christ! And thanks 
to each and everyone of you for blessing me this Christmas season with 
cards and notes of blessings, homemade and delicious goodies, and gifts to 
bless me and Mark. You are are great and I do love you all! Many people 
were blessed through our church family this year. Atonement Church 
continues to shine for Jesus! and that’s definitely a “YAY, GOD”! God 
bless you all!

VISION:The Blueprint for Building a Bridge to the Future
Leaders and vision go together like fire and heat; you can’t separate 
them without destroying their essence. Through Habakkuk (Chapter 2:2-
3), God furnishes some instruction on vision for all of us. A divine vision…
•  Should be written down and distributed to the people
•  Should be acted upon.
•  Is for a select time in the future
•  Motives us toward the goal and shouldn’t be discarded
•  Will not fail.Connecting the Claymont Community and beyond to Christ



Joe & Eleanor Burns	 798-6797
55 N. Avon Drive 
Claymont, DE 19703

Nancy Carey	 798-8767
12 N. Avon Drive 
Claymont, DE 19703

Harry & Elnora Davitt	 239-6959
1747 Brackenville Road 
Hockessin, DE 19707

Audrey Hammerer	 798-1184
Forwood Manor – Apt. 235 
1912 Marsh Road 
Wilmington, DE 19810

Sandy Maris	 798-7965
19 E. Avon Drive 
Claymont, DE 19703

Martha McDowell	 504-0374
1005 North Franklin St.  
Room 302 
Wilmington, DE 19806
Voni McMinn	 659-1349
121 Holly Ridge Road 
Smyrna, DE 19977

Betty McMullen 	 798-2572
2297 Lincoln Ave. 
Claymont, DE 19703

Julie Shenk	 478-5154
2537 Berwyn Road 
Wilmington, DE 19810

Betty Stephenson 
88 Caravel Drive 
Caravel Farms 
Bear, DE 19701

Aldie Thomas
Shipley Manor ALU1103 
2723 Shipley Road 
Wilmington, DE 19810

Barbara Thomas
1175 McKee Road 
Room 233-B 
Dover, DE 19904

Kay Wilmot
1 Casey Lane 
Claymont, DE 19703

Music Notes
Dear Friends at Atonement,
New Year, New You!(?) Or do you start the day sometimes thinking 
“same old same old”? When I realize I’m taking things for granted, 
it’s time to start counting my blessings. And a lot of my blessings are 
right here in the people and ministries of Atonement UMC! Think of 
the children in the Carol Choir singing and acting their hearts out; the 
young ladies and gentlemen of the Youth Choir growing up too fast in 
a world that’s moving too fast; the stalwart members of the Sanctuary 
Choir, who come out week after challenging week, learning musical 
styles ranging from classical to gospel to jazz (they’re going to scold 
me for using the word “stalwart”!) Let’s not forget the Bell Choir, the 
Red, White and Bluegrass and the Praise Band. And those are just the 
music ministries! There are so many opportunities for growth, praise 
and fellowship in this church. Please consider joining one of our many 
groups this year. Maria Bezilla
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In Our Thoughts and  
      Prayers

Atonement Church Purpose Statement
We celebrate life together as God’s family (Fellowship)

We experience God’s heart (Discipleship)

We serve as God’s hands (Service)

We speak as God’s voice (Evangelism)

We give God all of the glory celebrating His goodness each day 
(Worship)

Journey of the Heart By Cindy

Dear God,
You touched my heart and my soul in a quiet and a gentle way. You came 
into my life and stayed by my side. Your grace slowly mended a tired 
soul and a fragile heart. When the road ahead seemed too steep; or the 
mountain too high to climb; or when letting go and walking away seemed 
like the only option for me, you never gave up on me or grew tired of 
reaching out to me. You just kept tugging at my heart and stirred my soul 
with your love. In the surrender of letting go and dying anew, there I was 
given the grace of your mercy. I felt my heart being healed by the touch of 
your beloved son, Jesus Christ. Now my heart is filled with peace and a 
desire to love and follow You even more.



Leadership Team News
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Won’t YOU join with our 
leadership team in praying daily 
for our church in specific areas? 
Gail Basson initiated the following 
prayer guide for the Leadership 
Team in 2011. Atonement Church is 
what it is today because of faithful 
prayers. “…the earnest prayer of a 
righteous person has great power 
and produces wonderful results.”  
James 5: 15b

7 Days of Prayer

Sunday:  The Pastors, the 
Congregation and our worship 
services.

Monday: Church leadership 
and all of Atonement’s Areas of 
Ministry.

Tuesday:  Our Youth and 
Christian Education

Wednesday:  The Unsaved and 
the Seekers

Thursday:  Those Using 
Atonement for Outside Meetings

Friday:  Outreach and Missions

Saturday:  The Claymont 
Community and Beyond

“If you believe, you will 
receive whatever you ask for in 
prayer.”Matthew 21: 22

Highlights from 2011
This past year started off with a Day Apart for praying, planning, and 
welcoming our three newest members: Roberta Berger, Dick Gackenbach, 
and Janet Geiger. In March, the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace course was 
offered to our church as well as to others from the community. At least a 
dozen scholarships were offered to help those who wanted to take classes 
and couldn’t afford it. Discussions with professionals to Live Stream 
our contemporary worship service continued throughout the year. The 
Leadership Team continues to oversee the Heavenly Perks Café and have 
found more adults to help with this outreach ministry. God is continuing 
to use Atonement Church for outreach and this is another mission field to 
further the church vision by Connecting the Claymont Community and 
Beyond to Jesus Christ.  

Our Leadership Team continues to pray about having a satellite church, 
as suggested and supported by our Bishop and the Conference almost 
two years ago. In the summer of 2010, three members of the Leadership 
Team went to the Congregational Development Conference in Nashville.  
This summer there were two opportunities for continuing education in 
church planting: the Leadership Summit in Wayne, PA and Workshops in 
Baltimore on Developing New Faith Communities through church planting.  
Leadership Team members also attended Lancaster County Bible Church 
in October for a day of seminars and church growth workshops. Through 
worship and evangelism our church is growing; and God is blessing our 
outreach to the Claymont community with healthy and faithful disciples 
who want to continue building God’s kingdom here on earth.  

Jason Hartman will be following his calling to start a new program in 
January called Celebrate Recovery. Jason traveled to California in 
September for training and education in this area.  

In November and December, the Leadership Team approved Gebhart’s 
Funeral Home use of the church building for services, including their Service 
of Remembrance. The rental of our facility was beneficial to Gebhart’s 
while renovations were being done to their business. The Leadership Team 
assisted in their Remembrance Service and in the Christmas Eve worship 
service as well.   

It has been a very good year for Atonement Church! Let us all thank God 
for blessing our church and its people with another year of faithful ministry.   
We recognize God’s grace on our church and community.



Good Medicine 
by Rev. Constance Hastings

“A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit saps a person’s 
strength”. Proverbs 17:22  (New Living Translation)

The following notices were in actual church bulletins:

“The senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys 
sinning to join the choir.” Or you may like this one. “The Fasting and Prayer 
Conference includes meals.” Need more? “The sermon this morning: 
‘Jesus Walks on Water.’ The sermon tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.’”

Have you ever laughed so much your stomach hurt? A better question may 
be, how long has it been since you had a good, deep down belly laugh? 
Think about how you felt afterward. It is well known that a sense of humor 
is part of health and healing. Studies have shown it decreases both physical 
and emotional pain, reduces tension, anxiety, and depression, and blocks 
panic. It is also good exercise in that the heart rate, respiration and oxygen 
exchange are all increased. Basically, laughter has the potential to increase 
longevity. In short, those who laugh, last.

As Christians, we are called to be joyful. What better way then to honor 
our Lord and have a strong witness than to have a cheerful heart and 
surround ourselves with good humor! When you also consider how the 
news is always so negative, practicing humor is essential to proclaiming 
the Good News of the Gospel we know in Jesus Christ. So make a New 
Year’s Resolution to laugh more.

One easy way to do this is to sign up for the Good Clean Funnies List 
which will deliver a joke every day to your email inbox, www.gcfl.net.  
All the jokes are screened for both sensitivity to persons and its ability to 
make one laugh. Then share the joy and tell your friends and family a joke 
each day!

Should you find though that December blues have lasted too long, that life 
holds no interest, and you are isolating from the world, it is time to seek 
help. Depression is a treatable condition but without intervention it can 
deteriorate into more serious conditions. God does not desire this for you. 
Instead, make a call to learn how you can find joy again in His will.

“God blesses you who weep now, for the time will come when you will 
laugh with Joy.” Luke 6:21 (New Living Translation)

Daybreak Counseling Services is a nonprofit clinical pastoral counseling 
agency that not only addresses the presenting issue or problem but also 
allows for the inclusion of spirituality within sessions. It is supported 
through payments determined on a sliding scale basis, private grants, 
and individual donations. Rev. Constance Hastings, a nationally certified 
counselor and United Methodist deacon, sees clients at St. Paul’s and 
Atonement United Methodist Churches with both day and evening hours. 

Call 302-745-1042 for information or to make an appointment.
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Appointment with God
Lord, in 2012 I’d like to make 
an appointment with You. I will 
have fellowship with You, sitting 
before You, meditating on Your 
Word and listening to You.  
Signed, ______________________________________

Be as intentional about God as 
you are with your favorite person, 
hobby, TV show, etc. Write it in 
your date book/calendar/phone 
to remember. Suggested reading 
to help you keep your date:  “Too 
Busy Not to Pray” by Bill Hybels 
and Journal with the same title by 
Billy Hybels with Carolyn Nystrom.  
This new year’s resolution will be 
the best one ever! Promise.



Happy
Birthday
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January
9	� Diane Lynch

10	� Owen Bush

19	� Joe Burns	

22	� Faith Yanovitch 

25	� Bill Grant

26	� Steve Basson

27	� John Hornberger

If you would like your Birthday 
listed please send an e-mail to 
nancy@caphoto.com, and I will 
add you to the list.

Thank You
To the members of Atonement Church who made the beautiful blanket and the 
prayers for my son, Reed. The power of prayer is an amazing thing. Reed had his 
check-up with the surgeon - she told me his octive-nerve has restored itself to 
normal. They say it is “remarkable”. I truly believe it was the power of prayer.

Thank you all for everything you do and have done for my family and especially 
my son. 

Many many thanks! Much love to you all. Valerie Smith Byron & Reed

i

Thank you for your $50.00 contribution to the Seamen’s Center of Wilmington, 
Inc. Your support will enable the Center to continue its work of providing services 
to the seafarers who visit the Ports of the Lower Delaware River and Bay.

Mariners from many lands visit the Center. They leave loved ones at home, often 
at great sacrifice. Your gift is greatly appreciated by these strangers so far from all 
things familiar and by the volunteers who endeavor to make their visits pleasant 
and rewarding.

Thank you again for your donation in support of our mission.

Sincerely, Joan Lyons, Executive Director
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Dear Becky and the Piecemakers

What a joy and surprise to receive the beautiful prayer quilt…and know so many 
have been praying for me. Thank you. I’m trying to pay attention to all God wants 
to teach me through this…an am constantly amazed at his strength and mercy. 

In Christ’s Love, Laurel

i

Dear United Methodist Women of Atonement Church:

Thank you for your generous donation of $300.00 received November 21, 2011 for 
STEHM, Inc. (Supportive Transitional and Emergency Housing Ministry).

STEHM, Inc. is a 501c3 corporation whose mission is to provide short term emer-
gency shelter and supportive transitional shelter to homeless adults and children 
in Wilmington, Delaware.

I can assure you that this gift will help support the programs that bring our resi-
dents to their goal of independent housing.

Sincerely, Kathleen Hope



Christian                          Education
“Glory to God in highest heaven, 

Who unto man His Son hath given; 
While angels sing with tender mirth, 

A glad new year to all the earth.” 
~Martin Luther

On a recent Sunday morning, Pastor Amy mentioned that we should expect 
a gift from God during the Christmas season. It made me think of all the 
people in my life that I look upon as “gifts.” Especially, since coming 
to Atonement, I have been blessed to come to know so many fellow 
Christians, and to make some wonderful friends with whom to share this 
journey. That’s what it’s all about, isn’t it? Education is a daily process, 
and we do learn from each other. By sharing a common journey, we can 
help each other grow closer to Christ.

Our Sunday School teachers exemplify this every day. Their dedicated 
preparation, genuine concern for students, and wonderful spirituality 
inspire me! As we move into 2012, I hope our Christian Education team 
will grow. If you have ever thought about leading a class, or even helping 
out as an aide, please talk with me. We have a place for you!!! Think about 
how many more people – especially our young folks – could benefit from 
a growing, vibrant Christian Education team! It is amazing how, when 
you allow God to use you, and work through you, what great things can 
happen!

In addition to Sunday School, our Sonflowers children’s worship would 
benefit greatly from more adult volunteers. The program is growing, and 
has great potential, but could be more effective with a larger team of 
willing mentors.

Please contact me at 302-545-3961 to talk about becoming part of the 
Christian Education team.

Thanks to all of you for your support, kindness and encouragement. A 
happy and blessed New Year to all of you!

Sharon O’Connor
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The 
Constitution 
Made Easy
Most people find the United States 
Constitution difficult having been 
written in “legalese” over 200 years 
ago. But now The Constitution 
Made Easy uses both the modern 
English version while preserving 
the original intent of the Founding 
Fathers side by side.

A six week course on the 
Constitution, free of charge. 
Beginning Sunday, January 8, at 
1:00 pm. at Atonement Church.

Materials will be available 
including books:  The Constitution 
Made Easy by Michael Holler and 
The 5000 Year Leap/Principles of 
Freedom 101

The sessions will be approximately 
2 hours and will include 
DVD’s taught by Earl Taylor, 
Constitutional Scholar and Rick 
Green of Wallbuilders. There 
will be time for discussion and 
questions. If we do not know what 
we have, it can easily be taken 
away.

Sign up and invite someone else.
Gretchen Ellixson 302-798-3256

Discipleship and Bible Study
“No man is uneducated who knows the Bible.” Samuel Chadwic
According to Dr. John MacArthur, “There is no substitute for reading 
the Scripture. We must be totally committed to reading it because that 
is where it all begins. My suggestion is that you try to read through the 
Bible once a year.”  
The vitality of one’s spiritual life will be in proportion to the priority of 
the Bible in one’s life, heart, soul, and mind.
Congratulations to Bill Grant for reading through his Bible for the 4TH 
consecutive year in 2011. If you have done the same, let Pastor Amy 
know so we can recognize your tremendous accomplishment as well.



Live Music r No cover r Food
doors oPeN AT 6:30 P.M.

3rd Saturday of EvEry Month 

A christian café

Claymont Banner.indd   1 10/27/08   12:12:22 PM

January 21st – Outside the Blue
Donation Menu

Pasta Sauce  •  Canned Baked Beans  •  Sliced Cheese  •  Baked Goods  •  Hot Dogs  	
Hot Dog Buns  •  Frozen Personal Pizza  •  Frozen Burger Patties  •  Canned Soda  •  Burger Buns  Bottled 

Water  •  Big Bags of Chips/Pretzels  •  Frozen Meatballs  •  Frozen Breaded Chicken 	
Cash Donation

Donations taken before the third Saturday of the month.
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Stewardship
Your Gifts Allow Your Church to 
Connect Through Bible Studies, 

Camperships, Girlfriends, 
Hospitality, Life Groups, 

Meals, Missions, Music, Quilts, 
Scholarships, Sunday School, 

SURGE, Vacation Bible School, 
Worship CDs and many more 

ministries

Happy Birthday to our Church! Yes, 
Atonement has been Connecting 
the Claymont Community and 
Beyond to Christ for 145 years. 
Costs to keep the church running 
have increased over those 145 
years and continue to rise.

God has blessed each of us with 
unique gifts along with skills and 
needed resources to invest in the 
lives of others. When you became 
a member of the United Methodist 
Church, you promised to support 
the church with your prayers, 
presence, gifts and service. God, 
through the scriptures, directs us 
to serve with our gifts by returning 
10% for the work of His Kingdom.

Please pray about your giving for 
2012 and take the step of faith God 
places on your heart for completing 
your “Faith Promise Pledge” form 
mailed out last month. If you didn’t 
receive one or need another, extras 
are at the Welcome Center. Please 
return your pledge to the church as 
soon as possible so your Finance 
Committee can properly assess the 
budget for 2012.

Thank you sincerely!

Roberta L. Berger 
2012 Stewardship Chair

PieceMakers
will meet on Tuesday afternoons from 

1 – 3. 
All are welcome. 

No quilting experience necessary. 
For more information call 

Joan Northwood at 798-7027.

The Rubber 
Stamping 
Group will meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month. 	
7:30 – 9:00pm. Room 102. 	
Drop-ins are welcome.

C las s i f i ed
Available for hire to clean out garages, attics, etc.   
If interested, please call Mary at 302-377-5262 
(cell) or 302-998-8803 (home).

Join Scouting 
Troop 51
All boys in 5th 
grade and up
For information 
contact  
Scott Wilson  
239-9190


